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ABSTRACT 



The Community Voices and Character Education (CVCE) Project 
presents a model for moral education that is based on four ideals: (1) the 

consensus among leaders worldwide on the necessary characteristics of a 
citizen in the new century; (2) the conception of human goodness from moral 
philosophy; (3) conclusions from social sciences about what helps humans 
thrive; and (4) a common morality approach in which the particularities of a 
community are integrated with research-based principles . From these four 
ideals, this paper draws a framework for moral education and clarifies the 
framework using a question-and-answer format. The questions asked are the 
following: (1) What does citizenship in the 21st century require of persons? 

(2) What is the conception of human goodness as conceived by moral 
philosophers? (3) How do the social sciences contribute to what is known 
about human flourishing? (4) What is a common morality approach? and (5) How 
should a moral education program be structured? Positive and negative aspects 
of behavior are emphasized to help students see the continuum of 
possibilities from the best to worst. This continuum helps them construct a 
self as they answer in their daily actions the question, "Who should I 
become?" Contains a table of ethical processes and skills for practical 
reasoning and functional ethics. (BT) 
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The experts identified global trends such as increased disparities life. Kant believed that the good person is one who respects persons 

among peoples, a deterioration of the environment, increased and applies the categorical imperative. More recently, philosophers 

consumerism and government control, as well as more regional such as Flanagan and Johnson have emphasized the importance of 

alliances, fewer systematic mistreatments of marginalized groups, integrating human psychology into a moral philosophy, 

and the necessary adoption of environmentally-friendly methods by 



As psychologists, we believe that the normative claims of a human relationships and human thriving. CVCE incorporates such a 

moral theory ought to relate the characteristics of a good person to set of skills. 

the characteristics of a well-functioning person. We agree with How do the social sciences contribute to what we know about 

McKinnon’s (1999) proposal for a functionalistic naturalism: human flourishing? 
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designed to respond to the world in particular limited ways that 

The optimal life rules out choices that we know are harmful functioned well in a simpler society. Researchers are finding that 

to humans (e.g., violence), as identified by psychology. Positive what works for survival in a circumscribed environment (e.g., 

psychology contributes significantly to the vision of a good person. It quickly interpreting sensory input based on previous experience and 

points to the development of personal and social skills that support jumping to conclusions), in a more complex world such as ours leads 
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using structured experience in helping novices move toward more complex but also more efficient. Experts in Ethical Motivation 

expertise. are skilled at maintaining their focus on prioritizing the ethical ideal; 

Their motivation is directed by an organized structure of moral self- 
Traditional character educators view moral themes (and ' identity. Experts in Ethical Action are able to keep themselves 

moral virtues) like biological gene packets that are passed from one focused and take the necessary steps to get the ethical job done. They 
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different traits and interests.” (p. 38) 

How do we view the challenge of self construction? As the (4) It embeds character education across the curriculum rather than 

main task of a human being. So how do you work on the good self? being an add-on program. 

Look at the chart for how we have conceptualized it. 
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Table 1. 

Ethical Processes and Skills for Practical Reasoning and Functional Ethics 
PROCESS CATEGORY ^ Possible Nesative/ Opposite 



ETHICAL SENSITIVITY 

ES-1: Reading and Expressing Emotion 

ES-2: Caring by Connecting to Others 

ES-3: Working with group and interpersonal differences 

ES-4: Taking the Perspectives of Others 

ES-5: Controlling Social Bias 

ES-6: Identifying Options and Interpretations 

ES-7: Identifying the Consequences of Actions and Options 



Violence 
Apathy, Disdain 
Hate 

Narcissism, Delusions 
Genocide 
Rigidity 
Recklessness 



ETHICAL JUDGMENT 



EJ-1 

EJ-2 

EJ-3 

EJ-4 

EJ-5 

EJ-6 



Developing General Reasoning Skills 
Developing Ethical Reasoning Skills 
Understanding Ethical Problems 
Using Codes and Identifying Judgment Criteria 
Reflecting on the Process and Outcome 
Planning to Implement Decisions 



Manipulable 

Self-centered 

Disregard 

Resentment 

No growth 

No follow through 



EJ-7: Developing Optimism 


Nihilism 


ETHICAL MOTIVA TION 




EM-1: Respecting Others 


Contempt 


EM-2: Developing Conscience 


Sociopathy 


EM-3 : Acting Responsibly 


Careless 


EM-4: Helping Others 


Miserly 


EM-5: Making Peace and Cooperating 


Violence 


EM-6: Valuing Traditions and Institutions 


Anarchy 


EM-7: Developing Ethical Identity And Integrity 





ETHICAL ACTION 
EC-1: Communicating Well 
EC-2: Resolving Conflicts and Problems 
EC-3: Identifying Needs and Acting Assertively 
EC-4: Taking Initiative as a Leader 
EC-5: Developing Courage 
EC-6: Developing Perseverance 
EC-7: Working Hard 
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Violence 
Violence 
Violence rules 
Extremes rule 
Cowardice 
Disdain 

Unaccomplished 
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